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Ice Age Journeys 
 

Project Evaluation 2015 
 
Introduction 

 
The Heritage Lottery Fund has supported the investigation of an archaeological site in 
Nottinghamshire where, 14,000 years ago, roaming herds of grazing animals attracted our hunter-
gatherer ancestors to a crossing point of the River Trent.  
 
This Late Upper Palaeolithic archaeological site is of national importance. It is close to present-day 
Newark and the location is now known as Farndon Fields. 
 
Ice Age Journeys is a community archaeology project which aims to discover more about the site, 
the hunter-gatherers and the flint tools they left behind as evidence of their presence.  
 
We have received financial support from the Heritage Lottery Fund to help us with this work, and 
this evaluation has been undertaken and published by Ice Age Journeys in keeping with the 
Fund’s requirements.  
 
The funding was secured in 2011 in readiness for the project to launch in 2012. Based upon our 
cycle of activities, Year 1 of Ice Age Journeys ran from autumn 2012 to summer 2013 and Year 2 
ran from autumn 2013 to summer 2014. Funding continued through to April 2015, and this 
evaluation was completed in July 2015. Whilst funding has concluded, our Ice Age Journeys 
continue.  A timeline for our project is provided at Appendix 2.  
 
Ice Age Journeys was created as a project of Farndon Archaeological Research Investigations - a 
local voluntary organisation for people with an interest in archaeology. The Heritage Lottery Fund 
is the body which distributes a share of the income from the National Lottery to projects aimed at 
preserving the country’s heritage and making it accessible to the local community. 
 
We have used the following abbreviations in this evaluation report: 
 
   IAJ : Ice Age Journeys 
   FARI : Farndon Archaeological Research Investigations 
   HLF : Heritage Lottery Fund 
 
How we have evaluated our work 
 
HLF approved the following objectives which we submitted in our application for financial support: 
 
• Deliver a wide ranging training and awareness programme for volunteers, school children and 

the wider public 
 
• Produce learning materials, leaflets, a website and a mobile exhibition 

 

• Involve a wide group of new volunteers in on-site activities 
 
• Develop a plan for the future maintenance of the site. 
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These objectives are in keeping with the HLF’s own aims of supporting training, participation and 
conservation. 
 
Using the HLF’s published guidance on how to evaluate, we devised a set of indicators which 
relate to the above aims and objectives.  
 
These indicators have enabled us to measure what we have done since 2012, including the 
quality of our work and the outcomes we have achieved. 
 
We devised a comprehensive set of 11 indicators and we grouped these into the following 5 
themes: 
 
1. Indicators that IAJ is raising awareness of the Farndon Fields site and finds and their 

significance  
 
2. Indicators that IAJ is reaching out to local primary schools 
 
3. Indicators that IAJ is involving local people in its work  
 
4. Indicators that IAJ is providing learning opportunities that increase the pool of local people with 

skills to professional standards in archaeological techniques 
 
5. Indicators that IAJ is discovering and conserving artefacts and the site to professionally-

recognised standards. 
 

 
The format of this evaluation report 
 
Taking each of the above 5 themes in turn, this report details our performance against the 11 
indicators, and provides a conclusion to each theme. There is also an overall conclusion to the 
evaluation and a record of our thanks to those who have supported us. 
 
In addition we have provided some supplementary information in the form of a set of 6 
appendices. 
 
Some of the evaluation report’s information is presented in graphical form. We have also included 
some photographs to illustrate aspects of our Ice Age Journeys. 
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Ice Age Journeys has been proactive throughout its existence in raising awareness of the Farndon 
Fields site, the artefacts discovered there and the significance of these finds. Local and regional 
promotion has been undertaken, as has awareness raising within the academic and professional 
spheres of UK archaeology, and each of these areas is detailed in turn below. 
 
Local promotion 
 
This has been the most significant area for promoting IAJ with a large volume and variety of 
activity undertaken.  
 
At the start of the project, open meetings were held in the Farndon village hall and links were 
made with the parish council. Subsequently, leafletting of homes in the village ensured that local 
residents were updated on progress and discoveries.  
 
Open Days were held on site to show people our finds and to demonstrate digging and 
conservation techniques. We held ten Open Days in total and 259 people attended these.  
 
In addition we took the project into nearby Newark’s town centre. We estimate that 836 people 
came to see our work in venues such as the Buttermarket Shopping Centre, the Town Hall and 
Newark’s public library. In addition c. 2,000 people visited a joint heritage promotional event IAJ 
attended at Newark Castle. We held interactive sessions at each of these venues and so 
members of the public were able to handle finds and learn about the significance of Ice Age 
Journeys. 
 
The same philosophy of ‘taking the project to people’ (rather than relying upon people to make 
their way to the site) saw IAJ volunteers make 22 presentations to a variety of local groups, such 
as Barnbygate Surgery Patients Group and the University of the Third Age. IAJ made contact with 
a further 975 people in this way. 
 
The local weekly newspaper, the Newark Advertiser, was approached and provided positive 
coverage on eight occasions, often based on events, and this helped to bring our work to a wider 
audience still, as it has an audited weekly readership of 37,385 people. 
 
Members of the IAJ team have also promoted the project, our finds and the site to a number of 
local decision-makers including the local County Councillor for Farndon and the neighbouring 
area, the Senior County Archaeologist and District Council museum and conservation staff. This 
has proved beneficial and resulted in support from Nottinghamshire County Council and Newark 
and Sherwood District Council. The significance of IAJ has been readily acknowledged - as an 
example of this, artefacts from the Farndon Fields site are displayed in Newark’s new lottery fund-
supported museum. 
 

1. Indicators that IAJ is raising awareness of the Farndon Fields site 
and finds and their significance 
 
There is one indicator for this theme: 
 
1.1 How has the project promoted itself a) locally, b) regionally and c) within the 
professional/academic world of UK archaeology? 
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Regional promotion 
 
IAJ’s major regional promotion to the general public has been to secure a site visit and 
subsequent coverage from BBC Television’s East Midlands Today news programme in June 2014. 
This has an extensive regional audience who were able to see film footage of some of our 
volunteers working on one of our test-pits as well as to view and hear about some of the project’s 
key finds. 
 
Two further activities fit into the ‘regional’ categorisation, although they also have local 
accessibility and a world-wide dimension since one is our website. 
 
We have undertaken a major revamp of our website with the goals of improving its content and 
appearance. This has been achieved by a sub-group of IAJ volunteers, with new skills being 
gained by some of its members. It went live in autumn 2014 and at the time of writing had 
achieved a very worthwhile 7,321 hits. See www.iceagejourneys.org.uk 
 
Running alongside the website, we also had 123 ‘likes’ on Facebook and 132 followers on Twitter 
(both figures July 2015). 
 
We have also created a video showing our volunteers working on site and some of our finds. 
Professionally produced and of 19 minutes duration, with a short ‘trailer’ version also, this video is 
available on our website and has been shown at events; it was launched before a capacity 
audience of 120 people in the Town Hall in Newark in November 2013. 
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We have achieved a strong regional component to our visitor figures. Based upon analysis of 
visitors’ postcodes, the IAJ ‘region of interest’ which we were able to identify was found to extend 
to North Nottinghamshire, Derby and the M1 corridor, Leicestershire and Lincolnshire. This pattern 
suggests that local promotion plus web-based promotion has served as a catalyst to deliver visitor 
interest from further afield to Farndon Fields, as shown in the accompanying map (see figure 1 
below). 
 
UK archaeology 
 
IAJ has promoted the significance of the Farndon Fields site within the academic and professional 
worlds of UK archaeology in several ways. 
 
We have been extremely fortunate to secure the very active and supportive involvement in our 
project of Professor Nick Barton of the University of Oxford. His expertise and encouragement has 
been greatly appreciated and his involvement has ensured that Farndon Fields has a place at the 
heart of current developments in the Palaeolithic field in this country. 
 
In addition, IAJ has maintained helpful contact with Dr Phil Harding of Wessex Archaeology, as 
one of the professionals involved in the initial discovery of artefacts when the route of the A46 road 
development cutting through the site was being planned and surveyed. Again, this has been very 
helpful in positioning IAJ within UK archaeology and in spreading awareness.  
 
We have worked closely with the East Midlands branch of the Council for British Archaeology, a 
body with the motto ‘Archaeology for all’. We have promoted Farndon Fields at CBA conferences 
and study days, and contributed two articles to the CBA members’ magazine. Our co-operation 
culminated in a highly successful joint day conference centred largely upon our project. This took 
place in Newark in November 2014 and was attended by 130 delegates who gave an 
overwhelmingly positive evaluation of the event via our ‘talking wall’ feature - some sample 
evaluations from attendees are shown below. 
 

“Very well presented - learning a lot today.” 

 

“Really good and informative conference.” 

 

“It is good to see lottery money being spent on something worthwhile.” 

 

“...nice to have volunteer input.” 

 
The effects of promotion 
 
We have promoted IAJ and the site at Farndon Fields for several reasons. These include 
attracting volunteers and visitors; protecting the site and artefacts; disseminating our research; 
education for all ages; and celebrating this local resource. 
 
The map below illustrates two of these strands. Relating to one IAJ season only, it shows where 
visitors to our 2013 Open Days on-site came from (a total of 164 visitors gave location details) and 
also where people at other 2013 IAJ events were from (those who expressed an interest in being 
involved or keeping in touch about the project). The map thus shows some of the effects of the 
promotion which we have undertaken. 
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Figure 1 
 

Number of visitors during site open days in 2013 and the origin of people expressing an 
interest in IAJ by attending other events. Circle size represents number of site visitors. Stars 
indicate the localities of those interested. All icons located by postcode. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The HLF’s support has made it possible to raise awareness of the site and IAJ activities in a 
number of ways. This promotional activity has been an essential element of our work. It has 
enabled us to survey the site and discover and conserve Ice Age artefacts - for example, by 
attracting community volunteers to be involved in each of these tasks. 
 
Whilst it might be expected that local promotion would prove to be the key element, we have 
discovered through experience that it is difficult to separate regional promotion from the digital 
promotion deriving from our utilisation of the internet. We have also found that it has not been 
possible to determine which elements of the promotional ‘mix’ have produced which results for the 
project: It is likely to have been a cumulative achievement, with all elements of promotion playing 
some role in the project’s success. 
 
It has been rewarding to see that the approach made possible by the HLF’s support, in terms of 
actually commencing this project and subsequently its scale, its standards and its professionalism, 
has enabled Farndon Fields to take its place in national archaeology. Awareness raising has been 
beneficial and the experience we have gained in promotion will be utilised in the future 
development of Ice Age Journeys. 
 

Conclusion 
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2.1 Delivery 
 
Ice Age Journeys has devised and delivered teaching to local primary schools in two academic 
years. We went to 8 schools in 2012/13 and to 4 schools in 2014/15. 
 
Approximately 300 pupils participated in Ice Age Journeys sessions in the first year of visits to 
schools and a further 114 in 2014. Pupils in school years 4 and 5 (8/9 year olds and 9/10 year 
olds) were the main recipients, with a smaller number of Year 6 pupils (10/11 year olds) also 
participating. 
 
Ice Age Journeys’ learning programme was devised and delivered by two educationalists (one 
being a retired primary school head teacher) and an archaeologist, assisted by four individuals 
with teaching backgrounds who were volunteers active in the fieldwork being undertaken at 
Farndon Fields. 
 
After an introduction for the whole class, pupils did group work with a rotation of three activities. 
The activities consisted of art work on Ice Age animals; examination and use of flint tools; and 
‘animal investigations’ in pairs/small groups, involving the completion of a quiz. The sessions 
closed by bringing the whole class back together for a plenary featuring pupils’ responses to the 
activities, the showing of completed work, and questions and answers about life in the Ice Age and 
the work at Farndon Fields. 
 

2. Indicators that IAJ is reaching out to local primary schools 
 
There are two indicators for this theme: 
 
2.1 Has the project devised and delivered teaching to local primary schools about the 
site? 
2.2 How has any such teaching been received a) by pupils, b) teaching staff, and  
c) headteachers? 
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2.2 Evaluation of the teaching 
 
Although no formal feedback was taken from the schools in the first year of delivering the 
programme, those IAJ representatives who went to the schools felt that the sessions were 
worthwhile with the children enjoying the visits, particularly the handling of finds from the site. 
Teaching staff showed enthusiasm and were helpful. 
 
The absence of any structured evaluation of our education work by participating schools was 
recognised to be a gap by IAJ and we were able to remedy this for the 2014 sessions. Teachers 
provided the following evaluation via a specially created IAJ questionnaire: 
 

 Pupils were interested to learn about the past, with children listening well during the 
presentations and definitely engaging with the topic 

 Some children had prior knowledge of what archaeology was about, and the majority of 
pupils knew following the introduction by the IAJ volunteers 

 The pupils were not aware in advance of the IAJ project, with the exception of the school in 
Farndon where most of the pupils already knew about Ice Age Journeys. 

 The schools felt that the teaching sessions gave added awareness and understanding of 
archaeology, with the value of linking knowledge to real objects being highlighted by one 
school 

 The artefacts and the practical activities were especially liked by pupils. Handling the 
artefacts and using the flint tools were popular, as was drawing the Ice Age animals and 
talking about how the Ice Age people lived 

 One school felt that IAJ could have spoken about archaeology as a career as the children 
were interested 

 Each school was able to do follow up work. In one school this formed part of their topic on 
science - ‘science in the real world’ - and in another school it fitted in particularly well so that 
the class completed work around it in a number of curriculum areas. 

 One school noted that some children had asked to be allowed to continue their Ice Age 
stories at home - described by the school as ‘real enthusiasm!’. 

 
 
 
 
 

The feedback from schools shows that we have been able to deliver a worthwhile learning 
package to a significant number of local primary school pupils. Several pupils subsequently 
brought their parents to site Open Days. 
 
Our original intention was to evaluate our educational work by gaining feedback from pupils, 
teachers and headteachers. Our experience when we undertook the evaluation in our second year 
of educational outreach was that only the gaining of feedback from teachers was practicable. This 
proved sufficient to allow us to evaluate each of our school visits. 
 
We have gained an overwhelmingly positive response and we have delivered on an important 
Indicator for the IAJ project. Our educational work has involved stimulating children’s current 
interest as well as making an investment for the future and this has been a rewarding aspect of the 
Ice Age Journeys project. 

Conclusion 
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A newspaper cutting was reproduced here with permission of the Newark Advertiser Co Ltd., 
Appletongate, Newark NG24 1JX only for single use in the copy of the evaluation report submitted 
to the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
 
This is a second copy of the report, which has been supplied to the HLF without this cutting. This 
second copy can be reproduced. 
 

Ice Age Journeys 
July 2015 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We kept a record of attendance for each of the Ice Age Journeys sessions. We also carried out 
two surveys of our volunteers. This approach enabled us to obtain both quantitative and qualitative 
information for evaluation. 
 

3. Indicators that IAJ is involving local people in its work 
 
There are two indicators for this theme: 
 
3.1 Does the project recruit volunteers, doing this in ways that are open and operating 
with practices that are ‘volunteer friendly,’ resulting in consistent involvement by 
individuals? 
3.2 Are volunteer numbers increasing and do volunteers feel that they are gaining new 
skills and/or building existing skills?  
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Quantitative 
 
Our records have enabled us to consider volunteer involvement in terms of cumulative hours spent 
on IAJ activities. Based on the concept of an 8 hour working day, IAJ volunteers have contributed 
1,666 days. This is equivalent to 5 calendar years or 8 work years.  
 
Overall, 117 people have been involved as active volunteers, i.e. participating in training, fieldwork 
or outreach. These volunteers allowed a further 2,291 people to be involved in the Ice Age 
Journeys project at one of our many outreach events, as well as a further c. 2,000 people at one 
joint promotional heritage fair in Newark. 
 
A questionnaire survey was sent to 40 of the volunteers active in early 2015. We made it available 
online and on paper and 22 volunteers responded. This data is analysed below.  
 
Q: How did you hear about IAJ? 
 
Over half of our volunteers heard from friends or other participants. The local library informed one 
third of volunteers. A minority learnt about IAJ through the press or events such as those held in 
the Buttermarket Shopping Centre, Newark. No volunteers came forward in response to leaflets. 
 
Q: What attracted you to volunteer? 
 
Most volunteers were attracted through a previous knowledge of archaeology - the full range is 
shown in figure 2: 
 

 
Figure 2 
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Q: When did you start volunteering with IAJ? 
 
Volunteer numbers have increased year on year. Of the survey’s respondents, half of the 
volunteers joined in 2012, the first year of the project; 40% joined in the second year: and 10% 
joined in 2014, and so showing a very high retention rate. Our records for the whole project 
timeline provide another view. In total, 39 volunteers participated in 2012, 67 in 2013 and 69 in 
2014. 
 
Q: Did you receive training or information from IAJ about archaeological activities? 
 
Over two thirds of volunteers reported that they had received training in fieldwalking, augering, 
surveying, recognition of worked flints, and cataloguing. More than 90% felt that this training 
improved their participation in the project and strengthened existing skills or offered new skills. 
 
Q: What has been you most enjoyable activity as an IAJ volunteer? 
 
The activities that the majority of volunteers most enjoyed were field walking, test pit excavation 
and post-excavation analysis of our finds. 
 

 
 Figure 3 
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Q: How many visits have been made by volunteers? 
 
Questionnaire respondents had a high level of engagement with IAJ, often participating in several 
types of activities as shown by figure 4.  
 

 
 

Figure 4 
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Our records for all volunteers show that the majority (62%) participated in one to four sessions, 
with a core group (13%) who each committed over 25 days to the project (figure 5). 
 

 
 

Figure 5 



 

14 

 

Q: Has IAJ made you more aware of our heritage and its vulnerability? 
 
All volunteers reported an increased awareness of their past and heritage as a consequence of 
their involvement in IAJ. 
 
The next three charts show this volume of contribution by activity, inset numbers are days. 

 

 
Figure 5a 

 

 
Figure 5b 
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Figure 5c 
 
 
 
Qualitative 
 
In early 2014, seven semi-structured interviews with volunteers were carried out. The intention 
was to gain the voice of volunteers in the evaluation of our work. Although the survey size was 
small, the subsequent analysis does give a flavour of what it has meant to individuals to be part of 
IAJ. It allows for the introduction of a qualitative component to this evaluation to complement the 
quantitative data provided above. 
 
The interviews revealed that the experience of being a volunteer with Ice Age Journeys was 
overwhelmingly positive in its impact. Here are some comments from volunteers who were 
interviewed: 
 

“It has been really rewarding to be welcomed - I feel that my life experience is being 

valued.”  

 

“I have enjoyed the excitement of discovery and it has been nice to be involved in 

something significant and that it is going on locally.” 

 

“Good to be accepted for what I am - an enthusiastic amateur - and made to feel 

welcome by the organisers of the project. When I have offered ideas or perspectives 

based on my own expertise, this has generally been welcomed so I feel that I am 

contributing something worthwhile.” 
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“Made welcome by the other volunteers...easy to be drawn into the group.” 

 

“Really welcoming from the start and it has continued to be welcoming...our skills 

bring us together.” 

 

“Always enjoyable...I’ve tried a bit of everything.” 

 

“Very, very interesting, the whole thing has been enjoyable ...and I have enjoyed 

meeting the other volunteers.” 

 
Involvement in Ice Age Journeys has added to people’s knowledge: 

 
“It has given me greater insight into the world of archaeology, opening up new 

possibilities.” 

 

“The new techniques have had an educational impact on me, I’ve got a much wider 

knowledge base now.” 

 

“I have been able to pursue an existing interest in greater detail, as well as being 

prompted to experiment with my technique in another creative hobby.” 
 
It has also been a prompt to pursuing further educational opportunities, from simply reading into 
the subject away from the project itself, through attendance at a residential course at a university, 
to taking up an Open University course: 
 

“I cannot emphasise enough the enjoyment and satisfaction of learning new 

things and new practical skills....this is an important and valuable part of what 

IAJ means to me....it is very satisfying to learn new stuff at my age.” 

 
For four of the seven volunteers, IAJ had come along at a significant point in their lives. One 
person’s family had now ‘flown the nest’ and IAJ offers companionship and a way to keep active. 
For three of the seven people interviewed, IAJ has coincided with their retirement: 
 

“It’s been brilliant - it’s made my retirement much more interesting and 

purposeful.” 

 

“It has offered me some structure, as I am newly retired - it is keeping me active 

and in circulation.” 
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The HLF’s support has made possible a substantial range and volume of community activity as 
represented by volunteer involvement in IAJ. This has taken place over a three year period. 
Volunteer numbers have grown year-on-year. HLF-enabled experiences have made many 
worthwhile impacts and these are fully recognised by community members themselves.  The 
quantitative and qualitative information obtained from our two surveys of volunteers, together with 
our analysis of project records, has helped to demonstrate each of these achievements. 
 

 

Conclusion 
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Training and professional standards 
 
The approach to IAJ volunteer training has followed the “Archaeology for all’ ethos of the Council 
for British Archaeology. Open access recruitment of volunteers has been followed up by a 
comprehensive training programme which has been inclusive, user-friendly and jargon free. 
Stimulating professionally-led training has been both practical and theoretical in content, and new 
skills have been acquired and shared. In this way, many amateur archaeologists (newcomers and 
the experienced alike) gained the confidence and competence to work alongside professionals as 
they consolidated their learning on-site at Farndon Fields. Volunteers in turn cascaded their 
learning to new recruits as the project progressed.   
 
The training and learning opportunities made possible by HLF have been extensive. They are 
categorised by type below and an outline of the content of each is provided:  
 
Preparatory training - prior to commencement of fieldwork 
 

 IAJ fully observes Health and Safety regulations and so before embarking on activities, 
volunteers were equipped with knowledge of regulations and documentation.  Training in 
the best practice in handling lithics was also provided 
 

 Skill-building to prepare for on-site activities. 
 
Learning by doing - on-site with supervision 
 

 Field walking 
o preparatory surveying and marking out of the site 
o identification of finds 
o recording finds 
o processing data and drawing conclusions. 

 
 Test-pitting 

o preparatory surveying and marking out of the site 
o digging; dry and wet sieving 
o identification of finds 
o recording finds; drawing and photographing test pit sections 
o post-excavation activities on site. 

4. Indicators that IAJ is providing learning opportunities that increase 
the pool of local people with skills to professional standards in 
archaeological techniques 
 
There are three indicators for this theme: 
 
4.1 What volunteer training and learning opportunities have been provided and how 
many people have participated in each? 
4.2 What has been the impact of the training/learning opportunities on the individuals 
who have participated? 
4.3 Have participants ben able to link their training/learning opportunities to activities 
carried out on site at Farndon Fields? 
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 Augering 
o preparatory surveying and marking out of the site 
o identification of samples 
o recording results 
o processing data and drawing conclusions. 

 
Follow up learning - post excavation finds processing 
 

 analysis 
 

 recording finds 
 

 processing data and drawing conclusions 
 

 accession of finds to museum storage 
o involving the labelling and archiving of finds. 

 
Event-based learning - ongoing throughout the project 
 

 Day conferences - two examples of particular note: 
o held May 2013 at Creswell Crags: ‘Managing Ice Age sites like Farndon Fields’, 

looking specifically at site management, preservation and accessibility 
o held November 2014 in Newark: ‘At the end of the Ice Age’, reporting fresh insights 

from recent fieldwork both at Farndon Fields and elsewhere in the UK, with IAJ 
volunteers speaking alongside noted academics. 
 

 Talks, masterclasses and tutorials from visiting academics and experts - delivered with the 
accent on engagement and accessibility at all levels 
 

 Visits - meeting experts and accessing artefacts - notable examples include the British 
Geological Survey at Keyworth and the English Heritage National Monuments Record, 
Swindon. 

 
 Self-development and subgroup activities - alongside archaeological work and usually time-

limited ‘task-and-finish’ in nature 
o Evaluation skills - a subgroup of seven people gained valuable skills in compiling and 

analysing data to produce an interim evaluation report on aspects of IAJ, completed 
April 2014; re-convened to produce this evaluation report, completed April 2015 

o Website development skills - gained by a subgroup formed to improve the IAJ 
website - activities included research, copy writing, presenting data in visual formats; 
this resulted in an informative and entertaining refreshed website which gives access 
to the HLF funded project’s work including the opportunity to view finds. 

o Photography and video - developing skills to record activities on site and the creation 
of a detailed catalogue of finds. 

o Outreach work to local primary schools (detailed in theme 2 previously) and 
dissemination talks to local societies - presentation, display and public speaking 
skills development. 
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We provided training and learning both on-site and in a ‘classroom environment’ - usually in the 
village hall in Farndon. 
 
Classroom sessions were numerous and were varied in the topics covered. They were delivered 
by IAJ in-house speakers and by external experts as appropriate. This can be seen in the listing 
provided in table form at Appendix 3. 
 
HLF funding provided a further foundation to the success of our project by enabling us to deliver 
an extensive and thorough programme of learning and training to local people. 
 
Our survey findings set out in the previous section of this report show that this activity was helpful 
and positively evaluated by our volunteers, who were able to link their learning to the activities 
they undertook on site. 
 
The provision of training, allied to practical field experience gained over the duration of IAJ, has 
built capacity and so created the increased pool of skilled local people sought under this theme. 
This group can be accessed via IAJ’s parent-organisation, FARI. 
 
  

  

Conclusion 
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5.1 Professional expertise 
 
IAJ engaged two professional archaeologists to plan and lead the archaeological elements of the 
project. Daryl Garton has a background in professional fieldwork and lithic analysis; she has 
written academic papers and published in peer-reviewed national journals on the subject of 
Farndon Fields. David Budge, Finds Expert at Mercian Archaeological Services has a specialist 
interest in lithics; he is co-author of a book, Stone Age Nottinghamshire. 
 
In addition, some of the project’s augering sessions have been led by Will Mills, a PhD student at 
the School of Archaeology, Oxford University, with a background in professional geo-archaeology. 
Augering sessions have also been led by Richard Tyndall, who is the chairman of FARI and a 
professional geologist. 
 
Finally and significantly, a wide range of professional expertise in fields other than archaeology 
has been brought to the project by the volunteers who have joined IAJ. This expertise extends to 
teaching, woodworking, communications, plumbing, illustration, media, information technology and 
academic history. This combination of ‘bought in’ expertise plus the expertise brought to IAJ by 
members of the community has been extremely productive and has ensured consistently high 
standards throughout the project at all times. 
 
External validation 
 
IAJ has benefited from the outset from the approval of its approach and the oversight of its 
techniques by three significant external authorities. We have had the support of Ursilla Spence, 
Senior Archaeologist at Nottinghamshire County Council. Extensive help has been given by 
Professor Nick Barton, University Lecturer in Palaeolithic Archaeology and Tutor and Fellow in 
Archaeology at the University of Oxford, and by Dr Simon Colcutt, a professional geo-
archaeologist; each has an exemplary record of research and publication on the Ice Age. These 
three authorities have approved our techniques and provided oversight on what we have done. Ms 
Spence and Professor Barton have each provided a contribution to this evaluation which we have 
included as Appendix 1 to this report. 
 
Throughout the project we have benefited from the interest and help in kind provided by Doctors 
Vanessa Banks, Simon Chenery and Simon Price of the British Geological Survey. Latterly we 
have also been supported by Colin Baker, who has been published widely on his specialism of 
Late Glacial environments and sediments. 
 

5. Indicators that IAJ is discovering and conserving artefacts and 
the site to professionally-recognised standards 

 
There are three indicators for this theme: 
 
5.1 Has IAJ secured professional expertise to oversee and deliver its work, 
including some external validation of project philosophy and the approach taken to 
the project’s activities? 
5.2 Are finds being accessioned into the Newark Museum’s collections? 
5.3 Is the project taking steps to conserve the site for the future? 
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Approach taken 
 
IAJ’s archaeological aim has been to identify the condition and state of preservation of the 
Farndon Fields site for the areas outside the new A46 road line (the road line itself having been 
professionally surveyed prior to construction). This was agreed with archaeologist Ursilla Spence 
of Nottinghamshire County Council. That it has been achieved for the first time by a volunteer 
group employing a professional methodology is due to the financial support which we received 
from the HLF. Our new understanding of the archaeological site has allowed us to begin to identify 
the areas of importance. It has brought into focus the matters which need to be addressed next in 
order to conserve the site for the future. 
 
5.2 Are finds being accessioned into the Newark Museum’s collections? 
 
Newark and Sherwood Museums Service allocated an accession number to Ice Age Journeys 
which guarantees that they will accept the material we collect (subject to meeting the standards 
set out in their policy document The Transfer of Archaeological Archives).  
 
The accession process is underway at the time of writing this report (July 2015). The majority of 
our work on the artefacts has been achieved, including the creation of a set of archive 
photographs of the retouched flint tools and flint cores which we discovered. We have completed 
the artefact catalogues which are now ready to be sent to the Museum’s Documentation Service 
who will advise us on the final steps for automatic transmission of records onto the Museum’s 
server whilst the artefacts will be delivered in archival boxes. 
 
Four flint tools discovered by IAJ feature in a prominent position in Newark’s National Civil War 
Museum which opened in May this year. They have been chosen to represent the Farndon Fields 
site and its story. Accompanied by an illustration by an IAJ volunteer, this is an indication of their 
significance and importance to understanding our past. 
 
5.3 Is the project taking steps to conserve the site for the future? 
 
In May 2013 we organised a day conference to promote discussion on the subject of conserving 
the Farndon Fields site. This was held at Creswell Crags Museum and Visitor Centre in North 
Nottinghamshire. Twenty people attended from a range of organisations in addition to IAJ and the 
issues were fully explored and debated (see Appendix 4 for the conference agenda). Many of the 
technical and practical difficulties involved in conserving such sites were highlighted at the day 
conference 
 
Also in 2013, planning permission was given for the creation of a link road to join the new A46 
through the southern part of the Farndon Fields site. The proposed site of the new link roundabout 
is just beyond the known area of the Ice Age flint scatter. Work by the IAJ team has shown that 
this is where a late glacial sand dune lies. This dune could have buried the site and any artefacts, 
meaning that the best preserved area of the site could be just where the roundabout is to be 
located. 
 
IAJ has therefore written a technical report highlighting these facts and the implications of this 
information for the road scheme. We have submitted our report to the Senior Archaeologist at 
Nottinghamshire County Council which is the relevant planning authority, and also to the 
developer’s archaeologist. In this way, Ice Age Journeys has taken steps to ensure that the key 
parties are fully conversant with both our latest thinking and the importance of the proposed 
development area to an understanding of the whole archaeological site. 
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We have successfully achieved each of the three indicators that comprise this theme. We have 
found that the combination of professional expertise which we have been able to engage in order 
to guide the project, plus the expertise contributed by others, has ensured extremely high 
standards to all that we have done. 
 
It is the financial support from the HLF which has made this possible - specifically the funding of 
our two archaeologists, the provision of our equipment, and the access to the site which has 
allowed us to make the most of our volunteers’ contribution to the project. 
 
The willingness of the local museum to accept our records and artefacts into its collection is 
testament to this professionalism. The prominence of the presentation of a selection of our finds in 
the new museum means that very many people will experience the results of this professionalism. 
 
This theme has proved to be the foundation for the achievement of our aims: HLF support has 
formed the essential backdrop to our project. 
 
 

 

Conclusion 
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Conclusion  
 
Ice Age Journeys has involved local people in making some fascinating and significant discoveries 
about our past. 
 
The objectives set out at the commencement of the project have been extremely helpful on two 
counts: 
 
 ensuring that focus was established and then maintained 
 ensuring that we had a basis for measuring what we did. 

 
This is good practice for any project intending to achieve its goals. It has been especially important 
for Ice Age Journeys because much of what we have achieved has been made possible through 
the provision of Heritage Lottery Fund grant aid, and it is important for us to be accountable for our 
use of that publicly-derived funding. 
 
The content of this evaluation report demonstrates that IAJ has been successful in achieving its 
objectives. The report has also established the importance of our link to the Heritage Lottery Fund 
whose support is gratefully acknowledged here. 
 
Our project’s achievements have also been due to a further range of contributors and supporters, 
each of whom has played an important role.  
 
We would therefore like to take the opportunity presented by this report to thank 
 
 Mr P Hardy, owner of the Farndon Fields site 
 Residents of Farndon and Newark 
 Elected members and officers of our local authorities - parish, district and county 
 Local businesses and venues 
 Graphics students and course tutors at Newark College, who developed our IAJ logo 
 Professional and academic archaeologists 
 British Geological Survey, Keyworth 
 
and, to close this evaluation report, we extend a special ‘thank you’ to each of our Ice Age 
Journeys volunteers. 
 
July 2015 
 

 
www.iceagejourneys.org.uk 



 

25 

 

Appendix 1: Two professionals’ commendations of the HLF-funded work of IAJ 
 
 
1: From Prof Nick Barton, Professor of Palaeolithic Archaeology, University of Oxford 
 

“This community archaeology project has been an outstanding success and provides a 
blueprint for other projects of this kind. It has brought together members of the local 
community and professional archaeologists in a remarkable synergy of effort and 
imagination to uncover Farndon’s deep past. The multiple Upper Palaeolithic sites at 
Farndon represent one of the most important Late Glacial landscapes in the whole of 
Britain.  
 
“Under the inspirational leadership of Daryl Garton, community volunteers with outside help 
have investigated these unique surface and buried landscapes using the latest techniques.  
 
“A lasting achievement has been to demonstrate their national importance and to bring 
them to the attention of archaeologists locally and nationally and raise their profile more 
widely at an international level.” 

 
2: From Ursilla Spence, Senior Archaeologist for Nottinghamshire County Council 
 

“It’s a cold Saturday morning in Farndon in February 2015 and there is a score plus of 
people listening to Professor Nick Barton describe a series of pieces of flint laid out on a 
range of tables. 
 
“The people here are mainly from Farndon and the Newark area and they are learning from 
one of Europe’s experts about the Palaeolithic tools they have been finding in the fields just 
beside the new A46 road. 
 
“This, in my opinion, is one of, if not THE best HLF archaeology projects we have had in the 
County. The archaeology is not easy, it’s abstruse even for many professional 
archaeologists, but these individuals get it through the professional support of individuals 
such as Nick and Dr Simon Collcutt plus the guidance and leadership of Daryl Garton. 
 
“Although this phase is coming to a close, this is a project we need to see continue; to 
protect the archaeology of this internationally important site, currently under plough; to 
continue to explore this massive resource of rare and unusual archaeological material; and 
to continue to expand and develop the keen local interest to wider, new audiences, possibly 
linking up with similar work regionally.  
 
“That’s the next goal - to continue to do ground-breaking community archaeology with a real 
research agenda.” 

 
6 February 2015  
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Appendix 3: HLF-funded classroom training sessions for community 
volunteers, 2012 - 2015 
 
This table of training sessions indicates the depth and spread of skills and knowledge imparted to 
our volunteers. It also illustrates the way in which HLF support has enabled IAJ to engage 
professional archaeologists of high quality as trainers and leaders to engage our volunteers. 
 
Date & Venue 
(Farndon 
Memorial Hall 
unless specified) 

Event title Topics covered Event led by 

Wednesday 30th 
May 2012 7pm  

It’s the Ice Age, I’m cold and need 
some clothes & a meal 

What resources could the landscape provide 
13000 years ago?  How important were 
different prey species? 

Daryl Garton & 
Caroline 
Wickham: 
archaeologists 
for Ice Age 
Journeys 

Saturday 30th June 
2012 3pm Creswell 
Crags 

New light on Ice Age visitors to 
Creswell Crags: the relevance of 
the art and archaeology of Church 
Hole and other caves in 
international context. 

What have the excavations told us about Ice 
Age visitors to the caves? Find out from Dr 
Paul Pettitt who is leading the excavations 
and who was part of the team that discovered 
the art.  Talk followed by visit (for FARI only) 
to the excavation & cave. 

Dr Paul Pettitt, 
Reader in 
Palaeolithic 
Archaeology, 
University of 
Sheffield 

11 July 2012 7pm 
London Road 
garden 

Did something happen here in the 
Ice Age?   

What are the factors that allow the remains of 
Ice Age activities to be preserved for us to 
discover? 

Daryl Garton 

Sunday 15th July 
2012  Newark 
Town Hall & market 
place 

Phil Harding from the Time Team 
visits Ice Age Journeys 

Launch of the project  FARI team, Daryl 
Garton, Phil 
Harding 

Saturday 28th July, 
Newark Castle 

Ice Age Journeys move 'fast 
forward' to Newark Castle 

Festival of British Archaeology FARI team 

Tuesday 7th 
August 2012 
Creswell Crags 

Gearing up an Ice Age hunters 
toolkit 

How stone can be used to manufacture sharp 
tools - a demonstration by an expert flint 
knapper at Creswell Crags. 

 with Tom Lord 

15th August 2012 
7.30pm  

What did the Ice Age hunters leave 
behind? 

How study of recent hunter gatherers might 
give us clues to what the scatters of Ice Age 
debris mean. 

Daryl Garton 

29th  August 2012 
7.30  

The Farndon Ice Age Hunter's 
toolkit 

Where did the flint come from?  How to 
identify a struck flake.  How might we tell 
what the flint tools were used for? 

Daryl Garton 

8th Sept Creswell 
Crags Stores 2012 

Keeping Ice Age objects for 
another 13,000 years  

Behind the scenes with the Collections Officer 
at Creswell Crags - just what is in that store? 

Creswell Crags 

Wednesday 12th 
September 

Do you want to do archaeological 
fieldwork?   What to look for. 

Artefact recognition - put out cluster?  Draw a 
flint.  Interpreting a scatter from its contents. 

Daryl Garton with 
David Budge 

Wednesday 19th 
September 2012 

Do you want to do archaeological 
fieldwork? - find out how.   

FW theory.  Artefact recognition revision/quiz.  
What happened to the hare?  
Topography/geology & scatter. Setting out.  
Recording the scatter. 

Daryl Garton with 
David Budge 

Saturday 22nd 
September 2012 

Do you want to do archaeological 
fieldwork?   What to look for. 

Artefact recognition - put out cluster?  Draw a 
flint.  Interpreting a scatter from its contents. 

Daryl Garton with 
David Budge 

Sunday 23rd 
September 2012 

Do you want to do archaeological 
fieldwork? - find out how.   

FW theory.  Outline artefact recognition.  
What happened to the hare?  
Topography/geology & scatter. Setting out.  
Recording the scatter. 

Daryl Garton with 
David Budge 
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Wednesday 28th 
November, 
Creswell Crags 

Creswell Crags - a home in the Ice 
Age.    

The importance of Creswell Crags in the Ice 
Age and some of the plans for the future.  
Visit the 'swimming reindeer' exhibition. 

Ian Wall, Director 
of Creswell 
Heritage Trust 

23rd Jan 2013  
 
First results form the fieldwalking – 
what next? 

How we can interpret the results from the first 
season of fieldwalking, and how we can use 
these to help our future investigations. 

Daryl Garton 

15th March 2013, 
Farndon Scout Hut 

Flint identification Masterclass What do the flints tell us about what was 
happening in the past? – find out with THE 
expert 

Prof Nick Barton 

10th April 2013, 
Newark Library 

Ice Age Journeys visit 
Newark Library to take 
photos of ancient tools 

The equipment you need, and how to set it up  
to achieve archive photographs of artefacts 

David Budge 

17th April 2013 Artefact photography  The equipment you need, and how to set it up  
to achieve archive photographs of artefacts 

David Budge 

11th May 2013 
Creswell Crags 

Heritage Planning Workshop at 
Creswell 

A workshop with heritage management 
specialists and planners to explore the issues 
for managing sites like Farndon Fields. 

see programme 

12th June 2013 Theory & practice for site fieldwork Why are we digging test-pits|?  
Introduction/refresher for site recording of 
artefacts from test-pits. 

Daryl Garton 

25th September 
2013, Newark 
Library 

Ice Age Journeys: the finds and 
first results 

Update on the results of the first season of 
work by the Ice Age Journeys team. 

Daryl Garton 

13th Nov 2013, 
University 
Nottingham 

Art in the Ice Age Introduction to the British Museum exhibition 
of Ice Age artefacts 

Jill Cook, British 
Museum 

15th November 
2013, British 
Geological Survey, 
Keyworth 

Recording the cores We took three machine cores from the site 
using the BGS Dando rig – now they need 
recording.  Space restricted so numbers 
limited. 

Simon Price, 
Vanessa Banks, 
Simon Chenery, 
Simon Collcutt, 
Andy Howard  

 18th Feb 2014 How do we assess the potential for 
discovery of Ice Age Hunters in the 
landscape?  

How will modern aerial photographs and 
historic maps help us assess the potential for 
discovery of Ice Age Hunters? 

Daryl Garton 

26th Feb 2014, 
Farndon Scout Hut 

Flint identification Masterclass What do the flints tell us about what was 
happening in the past? – find out with THE 
expert 

Prof Nick Barton 

30th April 2014 Theory & practice for site fieldwork Why are we digging test-pits|?  
Introduction/refresher for site recording of 
artefacts from test-pits. 

Daryl Garton 

21st May The past environment of the 
Farndon landscape 

What was the past landscape like - how do 
we know? 

Colin Baker 

18th June 2014 Walking the landscape We'll look at the modern rivers, discuss their 
character, and try to imagine how they've 
changed.  An essential to imaging past 
landscapes. 

Daryl Garton + 
FARI team 

23rd July 2014 What does GIS do for 
archaeologists?   

Principles of GIS; overlaying maps; artefact 
scatters from Farndon Fields 

Gavin Kinsley 

24th Sept 2014 What does GIS do for 
archaeologists?   

Presentation of augering information from 
Farndon Fields 

Gavin Kinsley 

1st November 
2014, Trinity Hall, 
Newark 

At the end of the Ice Age Conference hosted by FARI and CBA to 
promote the results of the Ice Age Journeys 
project and look at other Ice Age sites within 
the region 

panel from Ice 
Age Journeys + 
acknowledged 
experts - see 
programme  
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6th November 2014 
Newark Public 
Library 

The Late Upper Palaeolithic at 
Farndon Fields 

Library lecture series Ian Ross & John 
Miller 
IAJ volunteers 

16th Dec 2014 Geomorphology of the Farndon 
landscape 

A more detailed look at the potential for 
palaeo-environmental deposits within the 
Farndon Fields area 

Colin Baker 

7th Jan 2015 Technology in the Ice Age How flint was knapped is a key to when its 
was worked.  The pattern of sites along river 
valleys – what this tells us about hunting 
lifestyles. 

Will Mills 

7th Feb 2015, 
Farndon Scout Hut 

Flint identification Masterclass What do the flints tell us about what was 
happening in the past? – find out with THE 
expert 

Prof Nick Barton 

18th March 2014 
Collingham 
Memorial Hall 

The Late Upper Palaeolithic at 
Farndon Fields 

Collingham Local History Society Ian Ross & John 
Miller 
IAJ volunteers 
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Appendix 4: Programme for one of our day conferences 
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Appendix 5: Flyer for a national conference November 2014 
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Appendix 6:  An example of an IAJ innovation   
 
Theme 4 in the main body of this report notes our achievement of our ambition to increase the 
pool of local people with skills in archaeology. 
 
This appendix is an indication of the scale of our success in this field because it is an example of 
innovation by one of our IAJ volunteers, Ian Ross, which may well be taken up by other 
archaeology projects. 
 
This is something that has not been done before to the best of our knowledge: linking ongoing 
fieldwork finds to publicly available software (Google Maps API) to disseminate information widely 
and promptly to any Internet user. 
 
Readers can follow a link from our web site to sample this innovation digitally. Icons locate the find 
spots of fieldwalked flints. Clicking on icons provides information and photographs. Interactive 
maps relate Farndon with the flint source and the Palaeolithic environment of the last ice age. 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Using a stout flint point, like some found at the Ice Age site at 
Farndon Fields, to score an antler to produce long thin splinters for 
use in activities such as hunting and making and mending clothes. 
 
Illustration by IAJ volunteer Elaine Kazimierczuk 

 
 
 
 

www.iceagejourneys.org.uk 

 


